Aylesbury Phoenix continue to rise to the challenge.

After last weeks success at the Carterton Tournament where the girls were undefeated and didn’t concede a goal they were invited to attend the Water Eaton Youth Tournament on Saturday 26th June 2010. With enthusiasm and excitement running high among the girls and parents the club were able to recruit enough players to enter two teams, Aylesbury Phoenix - Orange and Aylesbury Phoenix - Navy.

Many of the girls had participated in their schools sports day on Friday and an early start did Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange no favours, as they were sometimes sluggish in their first game against a competitive Marlow team who won a high percentage of the 50/50 balls and eventually won 1 – 0.

In their first Aylesbury Phoenix – Navy played MK City. Seeing that they had never played together before as a team, they battled ceaselessly and constantly pressurised the MK City defence until a long throw in by Amerina was met by the head of Nicole whose deft flick deceived the MK City goal-keeper. With Laura and Chantelle combing well in midfield and Lauren dealing with every ball in defence they were worthy 1-0 winners.

In Aylesbury Phoenix – Navy’s next game they again gave it their all with Joanna and Atasha often at full stretch to clear the ball out of defence and protecting Sharda’s goal. Although some excellent passes were made by Chantelle, Nicole and Laura they were unable to dissect the oppositions defence and eventually lost 3-0.

Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange, who were now well rested, came out for their next match raring to go and some great one touch football saw Keira score a brace in quick succession. Not to be outdone, Shauna rose to the challenge and after receiving the ball from Elise made mesmerising runs down the right wing cut inside and unleashed two unstoppable shots from distance.

Now Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange were matched against Aylesbury Phoenix – Navy and excellent football was played by both sides. Harriet and Elleah who were controlling the game in midfield were playing intelligent passes for Jess and Charlotte to run onto and eventually their persistence paid off as Charlotte scored two and Keira rose to head in the third.

Further results meant that both Aylesbury Phoenix sides had progressed to the Cup Semi-Finals and in the first match Marlow were drawn against Aylesbury Phoenix – Navy. Although having lost previously to Marlow the girl’s attitude was not that of despondency and they gave 110%. Amerina who took the goal-keeper gloves was truly inspired and Sharda and Lauren made some sharp and telling clearances. It was unfortunate that with several defenders to clear the ball a slight deflection deceived Amerina for Marlow to run out 1 – 0 winners.
In the second Semi-Final Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange was drawn against MK City and the girls laid on a virtuoso performance with some breathtaking one touch “Brazilian” football. With Keira scoring a hat-trick, Charlotte two and Shauna getting on the score sheet they were through to the Cup Final against Marlow.

THE FINAL 

Realising, this time that they needed to win the 50/50 balls Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange started brightly, Harriett winning the battle in midfield and passing out to Jess and Shauna on the wings. With Elise’s pace and Elleah’s positioning and heading ability, nothing was going to trouble Keira, who had now returned to her goal-keeping duties. 

Although constant pressure saw the Marlow woodwork being hit twice and a couple of shots go just wide, Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange were unable to score the important goal. Charlotte, who was encouraging the team from the sidelines was now brought on and her pace and vision was soon troubling the Marlow defence. However, the final score at full-time was 0 – 0 and so 5 minutes extra time was played.
Applying immediate pressure from the kick-off Harriett found Jess in space and her instant control allowed her to spin away from her marker and play a perfectly weighted ball to Charlotte who sent the ball flying into the top corner of Marlow’s goal.

With only a few minutes still to play Marlow, in an attempt to equalise and send the match to penalties, pushed their goal-keeper into attack. This led to one opportunity, with the goal-keeper nowhere to be seen, for Aylesbury Phoenix – Orange to wrap up the match but the shot went tantalisingly wide. However, they did not live to regret this as resolute defending until the final whistle saw them win the Cup 1 – 0.

Well done Keira, Elise, Elleah, Harriet, Shauna, Charlotte, Jess, Sharda, Amerina, Laura, Chantelle, Nicole, Lauren, Atasha and Joanna, you all performed brilliantly and should be proud of your achievements.  

Many thanks to all the parents and committee who provided transport, gazebos, refreshments and encouragement.

